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probably be assumed that the reference was wrong; but
this passage proves reincarnation quite as conclusively as any
other.

The safer line for the sincere Parsi believer mpunarjanma is
to give up the effort to find it in the Avesta, and admit that it
is an importation. The theory is one which entirely deserves
serious examination, in the form it takes in the minds of Parsis,
protected as they are from its Indian extravagances by the
soundness of their own inherited theology. It is indeed
possible for Parsis to plead a very weighty Western authority
for the view that the first germ of the theory came from the
Magi. Dr D. B. Spooner holds that the rise of the doctrine,
which is altogether unknown in the Vedas, is to be traced to
the Magian conception of the Fravashis as pre-existent spirits.
We must not turn aside to discuss this} which is a question
remote from our present business: we must, however, note that
the purely Hindu doctrine, which is what the Parsi Theosophist
believes, has in any case taken a form too seriously divergent
from the Parsi scriptures to make the plea avail for anything
but a study of origins.

Let us attempt to put the doctrine in its most plausible
form, using as far as possible the arguments actually advanced
by representative Parsis. The starting-point is the declaration
that the Avestan eschatology leaves a gap. The soul goes to
the House of Song, or the House of the Lie, until the Re-
generation. No provision is made for its discipline in heaven;
and yet ex hypothesi heaven contains a great many whose
merits only slightly outweighed demerits, so that there must
be need of cleansing. Moreover, finite action must exhaust its
effects in time: an eternity of bliss cannot result from a limited
amount of merit achieved in a limited time. The span of a
single life is too short to admit of decisive influence upon the
great world-war between Good and Evil. It is therefore
reasonable to accept from Hinduism the doctrine that further
necessary discipline is supplied by reincarnation. The nrvan,
leaving the fravashi behind in heaven, returns to human life,